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Irvington High School Recognizes Students of Good Character  
 
Irvington High School administrators and staff members have identified 21st-century habits of mind that 
they believe to be critical and important for the success of their students. As a way to reward students for 
exemplifying those skills and recognize them for their achievements, the school has implemented a 
monthly Core Value Awards program. 
 
“We hold a variety of student achievements in very high esteem,” said Irvington High School Principal 
David Cohen, who first brought up the idea when he took over as principal four years ago as a way to 
highlight students beyond the traditional school awards. “Whether our students are raising the academic 
bar, starring on the field or on the stage, or demonstrating 21st-century dispositional traits, we are 
looking to celebrate their successes.” 
 
Each month, teachers consider a different character trait – humor and joy, empathy, global and 
community view, perseverance, imagination and creativity, collaboration, leadership, responsible risk-
taking and subject excellence – and select students who they feel exemplify that quality. Cohen and 
Assistant Principal Matthew Samuelson celebrate the nominees during a monthly Core Value Awards 
ceremony that brings all of the students together for a celebration. Students have an opportunity to 
discuss their own interpretations of the core value, its importance in the school community and the world 
and how they can instill in others those same qualities.  
 
“We expend tremendous amounts of energy to be learners, to contribute to the development of others 
and to demonstrate our growth on assessments,” Samuelson added. “That’s why it’s crucial that we are 
able to find a few moments in each of our days to continue to foster the positive environment that is so 
fertile for the leaps and bounds we look to make each and every day.”  
 
Cohen said the program has further strengthened the school’s vision and culture and has allowed the 
district to celebrate students who demonstrate important qualities that can’t be easily represented 
through a transcript or a report card.  
 
“Schools should celebrate what they believe in,” Cohen said. “The core values help define our culture, 
strengthen our school community and create standards for success. Through the support and guidance of 
the faculty, our students bring the core values to life, thereby making Irvington High School a truly 
wonderful school.” 
 


